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The Core Vision
Sydney is already an internationally
recognized city and is only continuing to
grow. Demographers estimate that by 2031,
the population of Sydney will increase by 1.1
million people, bringing the total population
to roughly 5.3 million, up from 4.2 million (an
increase of just over 26%)(“City of Cities”,
2004). With such a large increase of residents
expected, the city has developed a series of
goals to better accommodate new residents, as
well as allow room for current communities
within Sydney to grow and prosper. In short,
the five aims include:
•
•
•
•
•

Enhancing Liveability
Strengthening Economic
Competitiveness
Ensuring Fairness
Protecting the Environment
Improving Governnance
(“City of Cities”, 2004)

Moreover, the plan seeks to accomplish
these aims through a distinct set of strategies.
These include looking at the local economy
and employment, town centers and corridors,
housing, transportation, environment and
resources, parks and public places, and
governance and implementation (“City of
Cities”, 2004). In the end, the city hopes
to create stronger cities within the greater
metropolitan area, create a stronger economic
base to compete with the global market,
stimulate job growth in the western portions
of the metro area, contain the urban footprint,
set up a network of well-connected mixeduse centers, and provide fair access for all
residents to housing, jobs, services, and open
space (“City of Cities”, 2004). Below I will

elaborate on some of the ways in which the
city hopes to accomplish each of the five aims.
For a visual, see figure 1 for an illustrated map
of the Sydney plan.
Enhancing Liveability
The city plans to set aside growth centers
in the North West and South West areas of
the metro area, all connected to the transit
infrastructure via existing or future rail lines.
The growth centers will also be adjacent to
Sydney’s greenbelt. Rapid Bus Transit will
also be installed to supplement the rail lines and
provide faster transit service to areas not served
by transit. A strong system of regional links and
corridors radiating outward from the Central
Business District (CBD), following major
motorways and arterial rail lines. Specialized
town centers will be interspersed between
regional and planned mixed-use centers (“City
of Cities”, 2004).
Strengthnening Economic Competitiveness
A system of employment lands will
manifest itself within the metro area, roughly
following the regional links and corridors, the
centralized area within the orbital motorway,
and in and around the North West and South
West Growth Centres. These employment lands
will house factories, warehouses, high-tech
industries, transport logistics, and storage, all
creating new jobs within the metro area. A global
economic corridor will be established between
the CBD and Sydney Airport, concentrating
jobs that require vital international connections
(“City of Cities”, 2004). The CBD will be
rebranded as “Global Sydney”, and be the
region’s premier destination and concentration
of corporate jobs.
Ensuring Fairness
The construction of new rail lines and
other public transit elements in previously

1,100,000 more people
640,000 new homes
500,000 new jobs
25 year plan
5 cities
3 corridors
1 global city
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GROWTH CENTRE
North West and South West
land release areas.

��
�

REGIONAL LINK
Better connected and stronger regions
linked to Sydney.
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CORRIDOR
Areas around transport routes that
connect centres, containing related
activities. Corridor types: Economic,
Renewal, Enterprise

�����������
�������������

�������

����������
�����������

RAIL NETWORK AND STATION
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STRATEGIC BUS CORRIDOR
New direct and frequent bus services
linking larger centres across Sydney.

����������
�������������

EMPLOYMENT LANDS (PLANNED)
Contain various employment activities
such as factories, warehouses, high tech
manufacturing, transport logistics or major
storage operations with some associated
offices. These places are vital to our
economy and ability to service the city.
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POTENTIAL EMPLOYMENT LAND
FOR INVESTIGATION
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GLOBAL ECONOMIC CORRIDOR
The corridor of concentrated jobs and
activities in centres from North Sydney
to Macquarie Park and from the City to
Airport and Port Botany, will remain the
powerhouse of Australia’s economy.

REGIONAL CITY
Parramatta, Liverpool and Penrith will
provide for more lifestyle and work
opportunities close to the growing
parts of Sydney.
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BUS TRANSITWAY
Bus based rapid transit system providing
fast, efficient bus services.
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NEW NW—CBD—SW RAIL LINK
(POSSIBLE EXTENSION)
Links the major new growth and
employment areas of the city.
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ORBITAL MOTORWAY NETWORK
The motorway and freeway system
including the Eastern Distributor, M7, M5,
M4 and M2.

GLOBAL SYDNEY
Main focus for national and international
business, professional services,
specialised shops and tourism. It is
also a recreation and entertainment
destination for the Sydney region with
national significance.
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SPECIALISED CENTRE
Places such as hospitals, universities and
major research and business centres that
perform vital economic
and employment roles across Sydney.

MAJOR CENTRE
The major shopping and business centre
for the district, usually with council
offices, taller office and residential
buildings, a large shopping mall and
central community facilities.
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REGIONAL/STATE PARK
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NATIONAL PARK

RURAL AND RESOURCE LAND
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EXISTING URBAN AREA

PLANNED MAJOR CENTRE
These places are currently being planned
to become major centres.
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FIGURE 2 THE METROPOLITAN STRATEGY MAP

POTENTIAL MAJOR CENTRE
These places may grow to take on the
role of major centres in future.

Figure 1: Metro Strategy Map.  Sydney’s vision for 2031 relies on a complex network of auto-centric and
public transporation, regional and specialized centers, and economic growth systems.  Planners anticipate
over 1 million new people entering the metro area over the next quarter century.

underserved areas will provide residents nonmotorized access to the regional centers and the
CBD. Major centers, along with specialized
centers and proposed and planned regional
centers will be interspersed evenly throughout
the city, mostly following the paths of the major
rail lines. The new growth centers will both
be adjacent to the Western Sydney Parklands,
a major public recreation area within the metro
area (“City of Cities”, 2004).
Protecting the Environment
Growth centers represent the only areas
of the city worth exploring for jobs and housing,
meaning no other portions of the metro area will
be sacrificed in terms of their environmental
contribution. National, Regional and State
Parks, along with rural and resource land, all
form a greenbelt around the urbanized areas,

ensuring a limitation of growth and providing
a definite urban footprint. Major city parks
and recreation lands within the urban area are
plentiful and near many of the regional and
specialized centers (“City of Cities”, 2004).
Improving Governance
The establishment of set regional links
and corridors will make it easy for governing
authorities to manage and oversee regional
centers. In addition, different areas of the metro
area have one large regional center, surrounded
by several smaller specialized or commercial
centers, making it easy for authority to govern
large amounts of people within a smaller area
of the overall metro area. Well developed
transportation infrastructure will provide fast
and efficient travel between governance areas,
as well as within them (“City of Cities”, 2004).

Is The Plan Good?
The plan relies heavily on two distinct
elements: maxing out the capacity of existing
regional transportation infrastructure, and
setting aside new and existing lands for future
commercial growth (i.e. corridors). In the
first arena, the plan does anticipate using and
further expanding key automotive networks,
such as the orbital highway and western
motorway, by placing regional business centers
along them and designating them as corridors
of growth. However, according to Diana C.
Mendes, such a regional transportation plan
should also explore and evaluate alternative
methods of transportation, especially when
planning extensions, improvements, or setting
up corridors of growth (2007, p. 19). The plan
for Sydney takes this into consideration; not
only have future regional centers been planned
to align themselves along key rail lines, but
entirely separate rail-based growth corridors
have been set up connecting the CBD to the
growth centers planned for the west. With these
measures in place, Sydney expects to fully
utilize the existing and planned infrastructure
to better move about residents and make
governance easier.
Second, Sydney’s approach to its
economic plan follows the vision of making the
CBD the central area of economic power within
the region, flanked by a system of commercial
corridors radiating from it towards other
regional and specialized centers. Stuart Meck
writes that successful economic plans should
consider the role of the community within the
regional economy, the types of commercial and
institutional uses to be planned and desired,
and an adequate number of suitable sites to
place these programs and processes (2007, p.
25-26). In examining the Sydney Plan, new

employment lands and corridors are specific
in the types of industries that plan to relocate
to the area, specifically in regards to the
Western Sydney Employment Hub (transport
logistics, manufacturing, high-tech), and the
Global Economic Corridor stretching from the
CBD to Sydney Airport (finance, international
businesses)(“City of Cities”, 2004). See figure
2 for an illustration of the proposed economic
infrastructure. With these two elements in mind,
the plan for Sydney successfully addresses and
utilizes existing networks and zones along with
planned networks and zones to create a highly
connected powerful economic base.

Can It Be Carried Out?
According to Metro Strategy, the
plan is set to be carried out in two tiers: first
concentrating on subregional plans for smaller
areas within the metro area, and then moving
into greater regional connections and linkages
once the subregional plans and centers have
been fully realized(“City of Cities”, 2004). To
keep planners on track with their vision and in
good standing with the community, reviews
will take place annually and every five years for
each of the subregions “to ensure assumptions,
objectives, and actions remain valid,”(“City of
Cities”, 2004). Community feedback is also
vital: planning definitions in regards to the five
aims (such as “natural environment”) mean
different things to different residents of the metro
area, so it will be necessary to continually talk to
residents from the different subregions to keep
project goals in line, especially when it comes
to developing regional centers like the CBD
(which residents, on the whole dislike because
of the dense settlement and lack of open space)

Figure 2: Strategic Centers and Employment Lands.  Part of acheiving the 2031 vision means creating a
new approach to designing a functioning economic system.  Industrial-based employment lands combined
with commercial-focused regional centers will create a wide range of well-connected jobs in close proximity
to the anticipated growth of new residents

and the public transit infrastructure (residents
want, more than anything, better quality and
service)(“City of Cities”, 2004). Lastly, to better
organize the goals for each subregion, planners
have created a table outlining each of the
subregions with their respective administrative
centers, target dwellings to be built, and target
levels of employment(“City of Cities”, 2004).
So is this method adequate? Yes, but
the city is going to have to do a lot more than
simply rely on statistics, scheduled public
feedback, and projections to accomplish their
target vision by 2031. As Jon Lang writes,
the relationship between the designers (in this
case, the designers of the plan for Sydney) and
the public and private sectors is crucial. By
responding to public concerns and community
needs, planners works as both public employees
and private consultants; addressing community
concerns on behalf of the public through their

designs and vision (Lang, 1994). They also
design and implement with the concerns in mind
of the city itself: why else would so many sitespecific transportation and business corridors
and centers be panned?
The key then, to keeping the plan on
track and within appropriate means for the
metro area is to maintain a continuous dialogue
with residents of each of the subregions, sort of
as a means to “check and balance” the aims and
community strategies. If residents declare that
a certain target housing goal or employment
goal exceeds or is far below what is realistically
expected, planners should accommodate for
those changes. Furthermore, if residents voice
disapproval over enhancing or extending
transportation networks, the planners should
seek alternative methods or plan differently. It’s
important to set good, somewhat realistic longrange goals in mind, especially when creating

a plan that extends more than 20 years into the
future, but if the planners lose the connection
with the clients and base, the vision they create
will be for nought. Let’s hope Sydney, with its
highly organized, mode and function specific
plan to become an international economic
powerhouse, doesn’t fall into this trap.
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